Asset Inventory: Entrepreneurship and Innovation
Open Prairie-Venture Capital Fund-Effingham
Southeastern IL Community Foundation
-covers many surrounding communities - growing
-allow communities to be a part of a Foundation without having to start their own organization

Other Community Foundations in the region:

Arcola

Tuscola

Mattoon

Effingham

St. Marie
Shelbyville Area Community Foundation
Edgar County Community Foundation
Leadership Training Programs

Coles Connected

Coles – 20 Under 40 – upcoming leaders program

Effingham – YBNext – through the Chamber

Clark & Cumberland – working on leadership boot camp for 2009
Effingham – Vision 20/20
CommunityWorks-Pacific Institute Investment in Excellence

Lake Land College-Pacific Institute 21 Keys for High Performance Teaching and Learning

The Mattoon and Charleston Chamber of Commerce have annual developmental
projects for young business people.
Leadership Coles County

Youth Entrepreneur Initiatives

*Camp E3-hosted in Effingham and at EIU in 2009
*Junior Achievement available in the Charleston, Mattoon and Sullivan school districts
*CEO class in Effingham

*E-Summit – Entrepreneurial summit hosted by Millikin this summer

*2010 – Green Mill Village – Entrepreneurship program in development – goal is for program 

to be sponsored by corporate partners
* All-Terrain Brain, is going to begin in February of 2009 in Charleston and Mattoon. EIU business education student teacher will complete a 6-8 week program. We hope to expand this to all counties in the fall with a possible partnership with Millikin University.

Resources/assets in region support entrepreneurs

Abundance of local banks

Key mentors

Networks of support

Great workforce – entrepreneurs in the region often cite this as a key to their success

SCORE chapter- In addition to the Charleston sub-chapter, SCORE has 14 counselors, with an additional 8 Sullivan counselors ready to assist with peer mentoring and free and confidential counseling. Call 217-581-3522 to make an appointment.
Business Solutions Center-covers 8 counties now; looking to expand to as many as 14. 
5 core functions to support entrepreneurism: early e-development, e-cheerleader and champion, e-capital developer, e-capacity builder and e-resource broker

Services provided: will assist any potential business or existing business, pre-venture, how to get started, what sources of help are available, marketing, business and financial analysis.  Involved with Camp E3, which is run through the center.

Small Business Development Centers

Olney, Mattoon, Effingham and Marshall
The Greater Effingham Chamber of Commerce and Industry has developed the BEST Center on the second floor of their office. They have resources and host Stan, SBDC, and other contacts from the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network on various days. Call Norma for more information.

The Helen Matthes Library in Effingham is creating a nonprofit center that will help connect resources from the Donors Forum and help nonprofits become better social entrepreneurs. Amanda Standerfer would have more information on that.

The Business Solutions Center and the EIFES are systematically visiting with superintendents in the region to discuss an individualized youth entrepreneur education initiative for their system. We discuss their needs and places where there is opportunity for entrepreneurship curriculum. Then we discuss the line of “e-curriculum” available including “Going Solo” which is a computerized simulation that the University of Illinois Extension offers.

