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Purpose of NSF ATE

ÅThe ATE program promotes improvement 

in the education of science and 

engineering technicians at the 

undergraduate and secondary school level 

and the educators who prepare them, 

focusing on technicians for high-

technology fields that drive the nationôs 

economy.



ÅBackground
Å Four Year Project (2008-2012)

Å $5M total

Å 7 Community Colleges and 4 

Universities

Å National in scope

Å Only Center devoted to 

geospatial two-year education

Å Should impact 10,000 learners 

by 2012
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NCGT Goals
Å 1. Create a web-based curriculum 

clearinghouse serving as an educational 

resource with data, curriculum, and training 

supporting geospatial technology integration 

into elementary, secondary and community 

college learning environments.

Å 2. Promote workforce and economic 

development opportunities for the region 

through internship opportunities for regional 

employers. 

Å 3. Increase the diversity and quality of 

geospatial technicians through targeting 

historically underserved demographic groups, 

such as women and minorities.

Å 4. Provide a unifying voice for community 

colleges with educational organizations and 

professional societies shaping the growth of 

this new occupational sector.

Å 5. Increase the number of community and 

technical college geospatial faculty and 

secondary school teachers participating in 

geospatial technology professional 

development
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